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(Cancelled.) 
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(Cancelled.) 
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(Cancelled.) 
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(Cancelled.) 

(Currently amended.) fa-* A method uf -y ufumu ng a oom pln t i ffl or 

for thjcjgmjng a brine durjag ^ recovery of m oil w and/or gas weH^sfa^a 
'feskouud brine in orflor to ritevtete^faie^frtt^e frgma subterranean formate formation 
in ArHftr to aJUeyjalg logs of " ri ™ fatft the feBBSSQa which S^EG^ «a-»»ia»v«»e«t 
eon^fag introducing fafo^^a tothe brine tobe. thickened w44fe a suspension comprising 
a cellulosic polymer suspended in an aqueous salt solution, wherein the aqueous salt solution 
contains 40 weight percent or more of alkali formate and further wherein no more than 25% of 
the alkali formate is sodium formate, the remainder being potassium formate, cesium formate or 
a mixture the^ thereof wherein the amount of snsnemion added to the hrinn ig that sufficient 
tn alleviate thftlnss of brinft into the subterranean formation- 

20. (Cancelled.) 

21. (Cancelled.) 
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22. (Cancelled.) 

23. (Previously presented.) The method of Claim 19. where the cellulosic 
polymer is crosslinked with glyoxal . 

24. (Cancelled.) 

25. (Previously presented.) Tho method of Claim 19, wherein the brine, prior to 
being thickened with the suspension, has a density greater than 1 1 .6 ppg. 

26. (Previously presented.) The method of Claim 25, wherein the brine, prior to 
being thickened with the suspension, has a density between from 11 .6 to 14.2 ppg. 

27. (Previously presented.) The method of Claim 19, wherein the cellulosic 
polymer is selected from the group consisting of anionic and nonionic modified cellulose. 

28 (Previously presented.) The method of Claim 27, wherein the anionic or 
nonionic modified cellulose is selected from the group consisting of hydroxyethylcellulose and 
carboxymethyl hydroxyethylcellulose. 

29. (Previously presented.) The method of Claim 19, wherein the suspension 

further comprises a suspension stabilizer. 

30 (Currently amended.) A method forjhMsning g brine, during the recovery 

of ^ fi d M ^from e^^^^^^ a subterranean formation inorderjo 

alleviate fee loss ofbring into the formation duiiu^ u wwfee nMinn nrmrntinn winch 

comprises puling a thickened introducing to the brine to &*4ee*tie^^ 
ewgtotoi opuiulion in bning rnntoe<*Hhe be thickened brine^emprising a suspension 
comprising «f a cellulosic polymer suspended in an aqueous alkali formate ***** solution, 
whergin the amount of gusEgnsion ad ded to the brine is that mifflrient to alleviate the loss of 
KrinP intn the subter ranean formation. 

31. (Previously presented.) The method of Claim 30, wherein the amount of 
alkali fomiate in the suspension is greater than 40 weight percent. 

32. (Previously presented.) The method of Claim 30, wherein the amount of 
alkali formate in the suspension is between from about 40 to about 75 weight percent. 

33. (Currently amended.) The method of Claim 30, wherein the brine tp_be 
thickened with the suspension has a density greater than or equal to 1 1 .6 ppg at 70«F. 

34. (Currently amended.) The method of Claim 33, wherein the brine tobe 
thickened with the suspension has a density between from 1 1 .6 to 14.2 ppg. 
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35. (Previously presented.) The method of Claim 30, wherein the cellulosic 
polymer is selected from the group consisting of anionic and nonionic modified cellulose. 

36. (Previouslypresented.) ™< 5**^ . 
nonionic modified cellulose is selected from the group consisting of hydroxyethylcellulose and 
carboxymethyl hydroxyethylcellulc.se. 

37. (Cancelled.) 

38. (Currently amended.) The method of Claim 19, wherein the brine tobc 
thickened is selected from the group consisting of brines of calcium chloride, calcium bromide, 

zinc bromide and mixtures thereof. 

39. (Currently amended.) The method of Claim 30, wherein the brine to_be 
mickened is selected from the group consisting of brines of calcium chloride, calcium bromide, 

zinc bromide and mixtures thereof. 

40. (Previously presented.) The method of Claim 30, wherein the amount of 
cellulosic polymer in the suspension is between from about 10 to about 23 weight percent. 

41. (Cancelled.) 

42. (Cancelled.) 

43. (Currently amended.) The method of Claim 4+ 57, wherein the amount of 
alkali formate in the suspension is between from about 40 to about 75 weight percent. 

44. (Currently amended.) The method of Claim 4* SL wherein the brine 
thickened with the suspension has a density greater than or equal to 1 1 .6 ppg at 70°F. 

45. (Previouslypresented.) The method of Claim 44, wherein the brine 
thickened with the suspension has a density between from 1 1 .6 to 1 4.2 ppg. 

46. (Currently amended.) The method of Claim 44- 57, wherein the cellulosic 
polymer is selected from the group consisting of anionic and nonionic modified cellulose. 

47. (Currently amended.) The method of Claim 44 57, wherein the brine 
thickened with the suspension is selected from the group consisting of brines of calcium 
chloride, calcium bromide, zinc bromide and mixtures thereof. 

48. (Cancelled.) 

49. (Cancelled.) 

50. (Currently amended.) The method of Claim 44 57, wherein the brine tobe 
thickened with the suspension has a density between from 11 .6 to 14.2 ppg. 
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5 1 . (Currently amended.) The method of Claim 48 58 , wherein the ceUulosic 

polymer is selected from me group consisting of hydroxyethylcellulose and carboxymethyl 

hydroxyethylcellulose. 

52 (Currently amended.) The method of Claim 4» 58, wherein the brine 

thickened with the suspension is selected from the group consisting of brines of calcium 
chloride, calcium bromide, zinc bromide and mixtures thereof. 

53. (Cancelled.) 

54. (Cancelled.) 

55. (Cancelled.) 

56. (Cancelled.) ^ 

57 (New ) A method for thickening a brine during the recovery ot oil and/or 

g as from a subterranean formation in order to alleviate loss of brine into the formation which 
comprises introducing to the brine to be thickened a suspension comprising a cellulosic polymer 
suspended in an aqueous salt solution, wherein the aqueous salt solution contains 40 we.ght 
percent or more of alkali formate and further wherein no more than 25% of the alkali formate xs 
sodium formate, the remainder being potassium formate, cesium formate or a mixture, where* 
the density of the brine to be thickened is greater than 1 1 .6 ppg. 

58 (New ) A method for thickening a brine during the recovery of oil and/or 

gas from a subterranean formation in order to alleviate loss of brine into the formation which 
comprises introducing to the brine to be thickened a suspension comprising a ceUulosic polymer 
suspended in an aqueous salt solution, wherein the aqueous salt solution contains 40 weight 
percent or more of alkali formate and further wherein no more than 2S'/o of the alkali formate is 
sodium formate, the remainder being potassium formate, cesium formate or a mixture, wherem 
the density of the aqueous salt solution is greater than the density of the ceUulosic polymer. 

59. (New.) The method of Claim 19, wherein the brine to be thickened further 
contains a crosslinker. 

60. (New.) The method of Claim 30, wherein the brine to be thickened further 
contains a crosslinker. 

61 (New.) The method of Claim 57, wherein the brine to be thickened further 

contains a crosslinker. 
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62. (New.) The method of Claim 58, wherein the brine to be thickened further 

contains a crosslinker. 

(New^ The method of Claim 28, wherein the anionic or nonionic modified 

cellulose is crosslinked hydroxyethylcellulose. 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

6 



